
224

Hamilton College Library
  “Home Notes”

Communal Societies Collection
New Acquisitions

[Handbill] Koreshan Integral Cosmogony. [Chicago: n.d.], 2 pp. 

This rare early Koreshan handbill advertises two of  the group’s 
publications: Cellular Cosmogony and the periodical The Flaming Sword. The 
graphics illustrate the Koreshans’ belief  that the earth is a concave shell 
and that we live on the inside. The photograph of  the geodetic survey is 
taken from an actual survey conducted by the Koreshans using equipment 
designed for surveying railroad lines. The object of  their survey was to 
prove that the horizon was actually slightly elevated — thus validating their 
hollow-earth theory.
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H. E. Miller. History of  the Town of  Savoy. West Cummington, 
Mass.: 1879. 26 pp.

This charming little imprint, surely one of  the few ever issued from West 
Cummington, Massachusetts, offers a wildly inaccurate — though highly 
entertaining — take on the origins of  Mormonism. The author then 
erroneously grounds the Shaker society at Savoy in the remnants of  Joseph 
Smith’s followers, although his information about the Shakers contains 
some interesting grains of  truth. 

MORMONISM, ETC.
About the year 1810, the veritable Joe. Smith, of  Mormon 
notoriety, coming here from Vermont, commenced the formation 
of  a church, or “community.” Smith, being a man of  considerable 
tact and wonderful psychological or mesmeric influence, succeeded 
in attracting many followers in the north part of  the town, and 
taking a wife, he seemed likely to prosper: when lo! a former wife 
appeared, and the citizens being loth to accept this innovation, he 
made a sudden exit in search of  “greener” fields. He afterwards 
gathered his “Church of  the Latter-day Saints,” at Palmyra, N.Y., 
taking care to avoid future “domestic troubles” by securing their 
sanction through inspired (?) revelation.

THE SHAKERS
of  New Lebanon, N.Y., established here, in 1815, a community 
from the remnant of  Smith’s followers. They built a grist-mill, 
shop, a hall for worship, (now used as shed on H. Ford’s place) 
and for a few years prospered, but the region was not adapted to 
their mode of  living, and after five years of  experiment, returned 
to New Lebanon, with several families from Savoy. Their doctrines 
were a curious mixture of  truth, witchcraft, and superstition. The 
excitement attending this revival was intense, and several persons 
became insane from its effects.

Miller’s errors regarding the identity of  Joseph Smith were corrected in an 
1885 History of  Berkshire County, Vol. 2 (New York: Beers & Co.), 535, where 
the compiler noted: 

A church was begun in Savoy in 1810 by a notorious Joseph Smith, 
in the northwest portion of  the town. He claimed to be a Baptist 
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minister from Vermont. Having tact and something magnetic 
about him, his meetings drew crowds, and some conversions 
resulted. A church was organized, and it bade fair to prosper. He 
married one of  his converts. Soon a prior Mrs. Joseph Smith, in 
person or by proxy, made herself  known among the members of  
the new society. He was a kind of  forerunner of  the real Joe Smith 
[the Mormon prophet], at that time only five years old, and also 
from Vermont. He left Savoy people, in the “New State,” in a kind 
of  wild religious excitement, shouting, seeing visions, prophesying, 
and speaking in unknown tongues.


