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The Childhood Days of  Salwt, the Messenger
to the 7th Church in Israel, and the Only 7th
Messenger in the World.

Daniel Salwt, [ca. 1925]

In 2015 Barbara Hainley published “The Seventh Elect Church in Israel: 
Seattle’s ‘Long-Haired Preachers,’” the first scholarly article on Daniel 
Salwt’s (née Sult) Christian Israelite commune in Ballard, Washington 
(Communal Societies 35, no. 2). Hainley’s article detailed Sult’s emigration 
from Ohio to Washington in 1908, where he founded a colony in 1922 
almost certainly based on the Israelite House of  David in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. Sult changed his last name to Salwt, which also became the 
sobriquet for his Seventh Elect Church in Israel. Although he died in 
1929, the commune he founded lasted until the year 2000, when the last 
remaining members, the Wold brothers, died.

Hainley’s fine article was researched in the absence of  the two primary
published texts of  the Seventh Elect Church in Israel: The Book of  Salwt and 
The Childood Days of  Salwt. Sadly, although both had once been cataloged by 
the Seattle Public Library, they have since disappeared from that collection. 
Hamilton College was fortunate to acquire a copy of  Childhood Days from 
our antiquarian bookseller friend Garrett Scott, aka “The Bibliophagist.” 
Thankfully, the Hamilton copy does not bear any institutional markings 
of  the Seattle Public Library! Since the Comunal Societies Collection 
at Hamilton has such rich holdings from the whole Christian Israelite 
tradition, beginning with Joanna Southcott right up to the present, we are 
thrilled to publish this otherwise unavailable primary source in complete 
facsimile. Hopefully it will provide clues that will open the way for more 
scholarship on Daniel Salwt and his Seventh Elect Church in Israel.
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