
1

American Communal Societies Quarterly

Volume 2, no. 1  ––   January 2008

Table of  Contents

From the Editor						        2

“The Mythical Structure is Created”: Planning and 		   3
Construction of  the Center Family Dwelling House,
Mount Lebanon, 1856-1868
	 by Lauren A. Stiles

From Bishop Hill to Pleasant Hill: The Swedish Shaker	 19
Experience		
	 by John E. Norton

News and Notes						      30
	 by Walter A. Brumm

Hamilton College Library “Home Notes”			 
     Communal Societies Collection: New Acquisitions 	 42

Front cover illustration: Mount Lebanon Center Family dwelling house, first 
occupied in January 1868. The image is taken from a stereoview created 
between 1869 and 1875 by a photographer named Irving from Troy, N.Y. 
Betsy Crossman’s diary for August 10, 1869 states that “a man from Troy has 
been taking pictures of  this place [Mount Lebanon]” — possibly a reference 
to Irving. The image was published in Charles Nordhoff ’s Communistic Societies 
in the United States, in 1875. 		  (From the Hamilton College collection)


