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Richard W. Couper Press

In this first volume of  the American Communal Societies Series, Wergland 
compiles ninety-eight accounts recorded by visitors to four Shaker 
villages: Watervliet, Hancock, Tyringham, and New Lebanon. 
Elizabeth De Wolfe notes that “Wergland guides the contemporary 
reader through the phenonmenon of  ‘visiting the Shakers’ and 
provides social and historical context for the praise and criticism 
offered by these numerous and diverse visitors. In her introduction 
to this collection and in commentary within each chapter, Wergland 
demonstrates how visitors’ comments about the Shakers both 
provide information about Shaker life and reflect some of  the key 
social issues and cultural ideals of  mainstream society.”
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