A Treasury of Shaker Ephemera Rediscovered at
the Western Reserve Historical Society

By Christian Goodwillie

For the past three years Randy Ericson, David Newell, Cassandra Nawrocki
and I have been conducting intensive research toward the compilation of a
new bibliography of printed works by and about the Shakers. Using Mary
Richmond’s outstanding Shaker Literature as our starting point, our aim is to
correct the content published in Richmond, as well as supplement it with
thousands of items discovered or made accessible since her pioneering
work in the 1970s. Our bibliographic team has visited sixteen institutions,
accessed many on-line databases, and mined bookseller’s catalogs to find
items not listed in Richmond.

In preparation for our fifth visit to the Western Reserve Historical
Society in Cleveland, Ohio (home to the largest collection of Shaker
imprints and manuscripts in the world) I prepared a list for them of over
120 broadsides and handbills cataloged by Richmond at WRHS but not
represented in their catalog. Efforts to locate these items at the time of our
first four visits had not been successful. This was particularly troubling for
the bibliography project, as many of these items were unique, or one of
only two extant copies, and Richmond had cataloged the WRHS copy.
Using the list I prepared based on Richmond, WRHS reference supervisor
Ann K. Sindelar and library/archives collections manager Paul Heyde
redoubled their efforts to locate this material. After a couple of weeks of
searching they e-mailed me to report their success. Astonishingly, they
were excited to report that not only had they found the uncataloged items
Richmond had seen, but they had also found an additional three boxes
of Shaker broadsides and ephemera. Randy and I were thrilled, and very
eager to visit WRHS in late April 2012.

Aswe duginto the boxes of materials, each new folder yielded items that
we had never seen, or had only read about in Richmond. The broadside/
handbill-type items cataloged by Richmond had for the most part been
left out of the microfiche of the WRHS Shaker imprints collection. So,
for these unique items, seeing them “in the flesh” is the only way anyone
can see them! The excitement intensified as we found literally hundreds
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of examples of Shaker ephemera that we had never suspected existed.
Our bibliographic project does not encompass ephemera, and we have
struggled to define the boundaries between ephemera and imprints worthy
of cataloging for the project. Despite our efforts to arrive at a consistent
policy, it is quite likely that the end result will show inconsistencies, but, it
1s hoped, happy ones, as we have erred on the side of inclusion for items of
interest to researchers and Shaker bibliophiles.

We were kindly given permission to publish the following collection
of photographs of rare (and in some cases probably unknown) Shaker
ephemera from the uncataloged collection of the WRHS. This is only a
sampling of some of the best items we found. The images were made
quickly—just point and shoot with a digital camera, no special lighting,
no copystand, no measurements recorded for those we classed as clearly
ephemera. Some are keystoned; the colors, while largely accurate, may not
be completely true given the available light in a very dim room; and the
relative sizes of the items are not necessarily reflected in these photographs.
Nonetheless, we wanted to present these to the Shaker research community,
and we hope you will find them as exciting as Randy and I did. Most of all,
we wish to thank Ann K. Sindelar and Paul Heyde for their outstanding
work in locating these items and making them available once again for
those of us who love them.

All images published courtesy of the Western Reserve Historical Society

Canterbury, New Hampshire
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Enfield, Connecticut
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Enfield, New Hampshire
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ENFIELD,N.H.

DOSE for an adult, a tablespoonful
two or three times a day.
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§ PAMILY COUGH STRUD,

Prepared in the United Society of Shakers,
ENFIELD, N. H.

NSNS

4444

¥  This Syrup hav"ing been used with sues @&
) cess in the United Society of Shakers for a
& considerable time, and having obtained a
! high local reputation, is now offered to the
§
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public for the cure of
B Coughs resulting from colds, Calarrh, Bron- &
& chitis, Cioup. All forms of Consumplion, &
@ especially when it is preceded or complicated (%
= with spiiting of blood, Scrofula, disease of ihe
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B| chest and joints, and the different forms of
8| Neuralgia and Nervousness, with loss of
9 flesh and debility, will be cured in a short time,
= if taken while the discase is in a curable state.
®) It is wholly compused of native vegetables,
and such as are approved by the regular pro-
fession generally. A trial and candid judge-

ment alone is asked for i, Y et
- DIRECTIONS,

©  An adult may take a table spoonfull three
(@ or four times a day; and a like proportion
&5 for children according to age and constitu-
§¢ tion. It may be taken in water or clear,
~ as most agreeable.
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Hancock, Massachusetts

Harvard, Massachusetts
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CHE ERBS.

CAY.'EN NE&c

PUT UPBY WH.SPARROW. So. GROTON. MASS.

12, MY RICK S

LUMBER, HERBS BROOMS, ETC.
AYER, MASS.

PRI SRS, v

“Be bold for truth, tho’ all the world despise ;
Be firm for right, tho’ all the world oppose ;
Be free in love, tho’ all men are thy foes,

And God will bless the sacriﬁce."\\é{ Sd 4
vauhd, # :-,.;;'%
Shokns |
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RSAPARILLA.

This valuable medicine, taken in doses of a qnarwr to

half a wine glass full four or five times a day, will
~Chronic Inflammation of the Liver, Syphilis, Salt Eheum,
| and other Cutaneous diseases, and will fulfil every indica-
‘tion that the boasted panaceas and catholicons can per-
form; is free from the mercurial poisons such nostrums
and is more safe and efficient for cleansing and

contain ;
p’mming the blood. - ,
P‘rice, $ per' bottle.

Mount Lebanon, New York
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NORTH FAMILY SHAKERS | S

MOUNT LEBANON E_' FOWEer-

Columbia County, % New Yok il
|

CHOICE FALL AND WINTER APPLES |

ELebanon Springs,
NY.

THE CELEBRATED CARMEN No. 3 AND
NEW QUEEN POTATOES

|
ALSO OTHER FARM PRODUCH
Bahe "
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LV,

THE PHTHISIS El DIGATOR *

WN ISTING OF THE

Phthisis Eradicatiny Syrup,

| VEGETABLE Z{%
mmmcmmmw PILLS. 55

A NEW SAFE, AND

VALUABLE REMEDY

_ FOR THE RELIEF AND CUI

Chromic Cowmzi,

L‘atarrh Asthma
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UNITED SOCIETY OF SHAKER

NEW LEBANON, N. Y.

124






SEED CO.

D.M.MOUNT LEBANON.N.Y.
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Sweet Flag Candy

Prepared in Maple Sugar,

Center Store,

Mt. Lebanon,

Shaker Village,N.Y.

ADDRESS,

D. €. BRAINARD.




Pleasant Hill, Kentucky




Sabbathday Lake, Maine
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Shirley, Massachusetts




OHN WHITELEY,
DEALER IK

AKER BROOMS,

w TOMATO, FRESH PEACH,

AND. ROSE WATER, MUSTARD,

¥ ¢ Mats, Dish Tops, &e.

VILLAGE, MASS.

UNITED SOCIETY OF SHAKERS

C. JIL_SON
J. C. JILSON

BARKS, ROOTS, PRESSED AND
SWERT HERBS
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ORTUGAL ONION. EARLY BLOOD Tt
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the seeds. Toots bottom best on Iln-
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ARGE RED ONION.
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FRENCH TURNIP.
Sown as late as the last of July or the first of
. Excellent for boiling the last of wintér

Raised and put up by the
!JNITED SOCIETY, (CALLED SHAKERS,)
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South Union, Kentucky
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Union Village, O
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Watervliet, New York

r—\i’ R
Tel. No. 604-F-12-West.
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HERMETICALLY SEALED

VEGETABLES,
GREEN CORN AND TOMATOES. |

Apple &ummh 8}

POP CORN, PREPARED SWEET CORN, =
Brooms, Brushes, &c, &c.

AG
PHILIP SMITH,
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